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Chapter 9: Mass Media Content and Reality

Discussion and Writing Questions

1. As the textbook states, people do not want media messages that are too far removed from their experiences.  What are the personal implications of this?  What are the social and cultural implications of this?  

2. When you choose to engage with the media, what do you want and/or what are you getting?  Why do you use the medium you do?  How might your uses be different than your friends?  Your parents?

3. If we were to produce a reality show about your life, what would be missing in the final edit?  Why?  What would have to be added to get people to watch?  Why?

4. In relation to the audience’s perspective discussed in Chapter Eleven, think back to the book’s discussion of knowledge structures in Chapter Two.  How do you reconcile the fact that many people get most of their information from the media?    How can we ensure our knowledge structures are well built? 
5. What are the consequences of commercial media systems producing programming to construct audiences to sell to advertisers?  Explain.

6. What are the consequences of the border between our real world and media world becoming harder to discern?  Explain.
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